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BEFORE THE BOARD OF TRUSTEES OF THE COLLEGE OF 
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zl PRESIDENT OF SAID COLLEGE. | 
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"ADVERTISEMENT: 


EO HE YES, diſcourſe was a at the preſſe \ 6 


ing requeſt of a number of the truſtees of the col- 
lege, to be Tired at the firſt meeting of the board 
as the late preſident's death. This meeting was una- 


Voidably delayed until the {i inſtant; as the truſtees 


whhed? to-fill the vacant chair, the firſt time they met 
— but this could not be done, by an 22 of the 
board, of an early date, until after a certain period from 
the time of the commencement of the vacancy. 


© The board 3 net, per paſſed the following v. re- 
ſolves: 44 


May gth. On motion refolud 3 that the 


_reverend Dr. Rodgers be requeſted to preach a funeral 
ſermon on the death of the reverend Dr. Witherſpoon, 
late prefident of the college, to-morrow, at 110 clock 

A. M. in the church. | 


May 6th. Tie bona attended upon the deliver of 
the ſermon on the death of the late 3 jg od 
mg met—On motion reſolved unanimouſly, that the 
thanks of the board be given to Dr. Rodgers for his 
ſermon ; and that Dr. 2 Mr. Roe and Col. 


Bayard, be a committee to | requeſt a copy for pts" 
tion. 


WALTER MINT 0, | 
Clerk of the Board. 


New-York, May 15th, 1795. 
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« His Lord faid unto him, Wall dans thaw, good and 
_ faithful Servant ; theu haſt been faithful over a fe 
things, I will, make thee ruler over many things ; | 


1 * £ 


enter thou into the joy of thy Lord. 


* *p ern 
DOE eren 


HE doQtrine of a future ſtate of rewards and 
puniſhments, lies hea, at the foundation of 
our holy religion: It is a doctrine perfectly con- 
ſonant to reaſon, and ſupported by it; and is either - 
aſſerted, or juſtly taken for granted, in every page 
of the ſacred oracles, This 1s the immortality, for 
the bleſſedneſs of which we became incapacitate 
by our apoſtacy from God; and that, for the enjoy- 
ment of which, it is one great deſign of the religion 
of Jeſus Chriſt to prepare us. The whole frame 
of this religion is wiſely calculated for this end. | 
Among the many evidences of theſe truths, we may 
appeal to. the diſcourſes of our Divine Maſter; and. 
; particularly to this, of which our text is a part. 


In the preceding chapter, he had given his dif. 
ciples an inſtraQive diſcourſe on the certainty and 
ſolemnity of his ſecond coming. He continues the 
ſubjett in this chapter, w enforces the great duty 
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read it at your leiſure. The © man 8 in- 
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of preparation for it, by the parable of the ten vir- 
gins, from the firſt verſe to the thirteenth ; by the 
parable of the talents, from thence to the thirtieth 
verſe; and by a mivre particular account of the 
proceſs of the judgment of the great day, from 
thence to the end of the chapter. 


The more immediate deſign of the parable of the 


talents, of which our text is a part, is to enforce 


the duty, and illuſtrate the happineſs of being pre- 
pared for giving up our account, when he ſhall come 
to judge the world in righteouſneſs. You may 


to a far country,” in this parable, means our Lord 
himſelf; who 1s the great head of 'his church, 
which is his family. The * ſervants,” of whom 
we here read, mean all profeſſing Chriſtians; all 
who call themſelves the ſervants of Chriſt, . whate- 


ver their nation or denomination may be; though 


ſome ſuppoſe, the Miniſters of the Goſpel are more 


By the talents, we are to underſtand the val ious 
gilt of Heaven, whether of a. common. or of a 
ſpecial nature. They include the bounties of Pro- 


- vidence, ſuch as health, ſtrength, reaſon, riches, 
honour, power, learning, reputation, the ſeveral 


advantages ariſing from our ſtations. in life; and, 
together with theſe, ,thoſe graces of the ſpirit that 
conſtitute the Chriſtian. temper. ©, Theſe are all 
ſo many talents put into our hands, to be, improved 


for God, and the beſt intereſts of eur fellow-crea- 


tres; and they are different to different perſons. 
To one God gives more of theſe gifts or graces, 


and to another leſs ; which is deſigned in the para- 


ble by the maſter's giving to one ſervant five ta- 
lents, and to another two, and to another one. 


143 


By 16 Ihe Lord of thoſe ſervants coming, after a 
long time, to reckon with them,” we are to un- 


derſtand that particular judgment which every one 


paſſes under at death, when, their final ſtates are 
determined: and allo, and principally, our Lord's 
coming to judge the world in þ goes at the 
laſt day, © When every one ſhall receive the thin 
done in the body, according to that he hath done, 
whether it be good or bad.” At both thefe ſo- 
lemn periods, the faithful ſervant of Chriſt, what- 
ever his character and ſtation in life may have 
been, ſhall be received with a Well done, thou 
good and-faithful ſervant ; thou haſt been faithful 


ny things z, Enter thou. into the, joy of thy Lord.” _ 
© There are. Wo things 5 in theſe words that NY 
cularly deſerve our notice. The charatter of thoſe 
who ſhall meet with the approbation of their Lord, 
in the great day of final awards; they have been 
Food and faithful ſervants. | And the reward ſuch 
mal receive, on that ſolemn occaſion, from the 
judge of quick and dead They ſhall be each one 
received with a“ Well done, thou good and faith- 
ful ſeryant ; thou haſt been faithful over à few 


things, 1 will make thee. ruler over 385 "Be" ; 


enter thou into the joy of thy, Lord. wes 2 
e to this view of Fay: text, I than, 


Ain 4, 942) 


"It, The nature of iat ae EE prices to 
all ſuch, in the great "oY, of * Lord. 


Let us enquire, 


over a few things, 1 will make thee ruler over ma- 


E 


1. What is the e of the 0 1 and faith- 
WS; ſeryant of {97 - | 7 ON 


- 6 TEES 1 4, * 
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I have Ae kid, this may 55 apptiea Aiden 
to the diſciples of Chriſt i in general, of Whatever 
nation, denomination, or character in life they 
may be; or to the Miniſters of the, Goſpel: in par- 
* Well conlider, the BY, as including 


* And it implics,. 1280 e 
1 1. Love to Chriſt and. 38 ſervice. Viewd good ſer. 
_ i ns loves a good maſter. But if is ne ceſ- 
1 ary to ob oblerve here, that, this love to Chriſt and 
bis ſervice is not found in the heart of depraved 
man, in his natural ſtate. We are by nature alie- 
nated from ; God ;. deſtitute of every principle of 
love to him and his Ton, Chriſt, in their true cha- 
rabter. The apoſtolic deſcription of depraved hu- 
nan nature is, having the. underſtanding dark 
enced, being alienated from the life of God, through 
che ignorance that is in 1 them, becauſe of thi 
neſs of chair hearts,” # ＋ "Hence ariſes. the 
of hong * renewed i in the ſpirit of our 
of putting on the ne w man, which after God is 
created 1 righteouſneſs and true holineſs. But 
one of hes principal conſtituents of this new man 
is, love to God and his ſon; Chrift Teſus. Love 
to God, for his own . divine excellence, as well as 
for the beneficence of his hand, to us—and love to 
Chriſt, as, being the «brightneſs of his. father's 
glory, and the exprefet image of his perſon.” The 
ſincere ſervant of Chriſt loves both his perſon and 
bis charaRter. His ſoul is pleaſed with him, as he 
is exhibited in the oracles of truth. He is the 
chief among ten thouſand; and altogether love 
in his eſteem. ) He loves alſo his Fi! He el- 


1 


Eßl. iv. 18. f Ver. 23, 24. 4 Heb, i. 3. $ Jong v. 10, 16, 


5 
* 


T bs. 


teems his laws to be altogether equal and juſt, 


This is the native effect of bis love to his per- 
ſon and bis government: For this is the love of 


God, that we keep his commandments,” and hid 
commandments are not grievous.” * The love we 


bear to the perſon of Chriſt, in proportion to its 

valence, will not only induce us to obedience, 

ut render that obedience eaſy and delightful 

We delight to oblige thofe whom we love. 
Aer mie arne, ORDTTET. AGILE 


| 25 1 £4 
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. The good and faithful ſervant of Chriſt loves 
kis fellow-ſervants=He conſiders them as children 
of the ſame common father with himſelf: and we 
read, that © every one that loveth him who begat, 
loveth him alſo who is begotten: of him.“ T He 
conſiders them as redeemed by the ſame pretious 
blood of Chriſt; and as the ſubjedts of the ſame 
fandtifying and comforting influences of the ſpirit 
of grace, which are the common priviledge of 
every true Ohriſtian ; for “ if any man have not 
the ſpirit of Chriſt; he is none of his:” He con- 
ſiders them as engaged in the ſame common eauſe 
with himſelf ; the advancement of the kingdom of 
Chriſt, and the illuſtration of the hondur of God 


in our world. Theſe are the great ends the good 
and faithful ſervants of Chriſt have in view, howe- 
ver they may differ in ſome of the modes of pur- 


ſuing them. Yet this difference does not forfeit 
their love, or deſtroy their charity for each other. 


If the perſon whoſe character I deſcribe, cannot 


agree to agree. with his brethren, in denomination, 
or mode of worſhip, he will agree to differ with 


them He will agree they ſhould think and act for 


themſelves, in matters of ſuch infinite concern; 
a priviledge he juſtly claims to himſelf.” And in 
how many things ſoever the diſciples of Chriſt may 
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differ in matters of leſſer moment, they will all 
agree ia loving their Maſter, bis honour, his truth, 
and his ſeryice—They will agree in adorning their 
profeſſion ; Jn. all godlineſs of converſation. * 9045 


4 any pac good and faithful ſervant conſiders | 


his fellow-diſciples as in the lame. vale of tears, and 
in the ſame ſtate of imperfeQion and trial with bim- 


ſelf; and, therefore, that both they and he ſtand 


in need of mutual ſympathy, charity, and forbear- 
ance, one towards another. In a word, he con- 
fiders them as heirs of the ſame future glory. with 
himſelf ;. as © travelling. to the ſame city, which 
hath foundations, whole builder and maker is 

God ;” and that, therelore, hey ought not to. "it 


| fe by the ways. % eee nbaad>.” 


.Of ſock, pg ente is wy ee job in 
the Eſtimation of our Lord, that he not only enjoins 
it upon his diſciples as their duty, but as their diſ- 


tinguiſhing and charaQeriſtic duty; that dut which | 
more ſtrongly marks their charatter as his 8 8 : 


than almoſt any other; and that by which they are 
eſpecially. ro, diſtinguiſh themſelves from the: men 
of the world. Lou, therefore, hear kim ſay, 5 & 


new commandment I give unto. you, that ye love 


one another as I have loved you, that ye alſo 
love. one another. By this ſhall all men know that 
mo are my. Aripan if ye We love one to ano- 


n 1 
a 7 : > 2X . | hed 7 + * 6.4 
» bd | *  #s "8 , 4 id 24 * 4 
5 + 
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. Diligence; in his Lord's _ is another i in- 
gredient in the charadter of the good and faithful 
ſervant. Lou will eaſily — 6 the abſurdity of 
a good, and at the ſame time a flothful ee in 
common life: and it is ſtill more ſo in the caſe be- 


7 


Fol xiti 34 36+. OT Jy 


T 


fore us. We all have our work in life afligned'us, 
in the courſe of a wiſe Providence! and this is 
two fold, our general buſineſs as men and Chriſ- 
tians, and the ſpecial buſineſs of out reſpeQive ta. 


- 


tions. Both theſe are fruitful of a variety of du- 


ties, too numerous to be recited" in this place 
They embrace the whole compaſs of duty, both 


moral and poſitive, that we owe to our God, our 


neighbour, or ourſelves. Nor is there à ſingle 
_ charaQter we ſuſtain, or relation we bear, in either 
of thoſe views, Þut what is the ſource of important 
duties. And if you confider the variety and mul- 
tiplicity of theſe relations and connexions, you-will 
readily perceive theſe duties muſt be numerous, 
as well as important. But all theſe are ſo many 
claims on the diligence of the ſervants of Chriſt; 
ſo many obligations on them to be * not ſlothful in 
buſineſs, but fervent in ſpirit, ſetving the Lord.“ 
We muſt be diligent too, that one duty may not in- 
terfere with another, for every chin is beautiful 
its ſeaſon. | en 


4 


"> ©» * 
4 4 


Jha Ar is implied in the idea of faith 
Julne/ 


for the ſervant cannot be faithful who is 
not diligent. No man ever employed a ſervant to 
run idle; nor can any thing be more contrary to 
the deſign for which Heaven has made us, than a 
life of ſloth and idleneſs, unleſs it be a life of open 
and undiſguiſed prophaneneſs. The author of our 
lives has ſufficiently marked the great end for 


which he made us, upon the active powers with 


which he has endowed us—And this diligence is 
to be particularly employed in the diſcharge of the 


duties of our ſeveral ſtations in life. This is one 


way, among others, by which we are to bring forth 


fruit to the honour of our Lord. And herein,” 


* * : De x 


- | A „ 1 _ g ö A 
* Romans xii. 11, * 


5 . 
' faith our Saviour, © js my father glorified, that you 
bear much fruit; ſo ſhall ye be my diſciples,” “ 


* 


4. The good and faithful ſervant has & fincere re- 
gard to his. maſter's honour. This is the end at 
which be wiſhes and ſtudies to aim, in all bis ac- 
tions; agreeably to the Divine command, Whe.. 
ther ye eat or drink, or whatſoever ye do, do all 
to the glory of God. T And in this the ſervant of 
Chriſt accords. with his maſter ; the great end of 
whoſe incarnation, atonement; and interceſſion, on 
the behalf of ſingers, was, the illuſtration of God's 
' - declarative glory. He undertook the vindication 
of the character and government of God, from the 
contempt ſin bad caſt upon them; and in this he 
fully fucceeded,, and appeals to his father, that ſo 
he had done I have glorified thee on the earth; 
I have finiſhed the work which thou gaveth me to 
dg.“ f You; will perceive, then, that to aim at 
- "the honour of God, as the higheſt end of all our 
abtions, is, in a capital inſtance, to have the“ ſame 
mind in us, which was alſo in Chriſt Jeſus, our 
Lord.“ “ The true ſeryant of Chriſt regards the 
honour both of his character and of his perſon. *By 
the honour of Chriſt's character, I mean his honour 
as mediator ; particularly as the great atonement 
for fin, and as our interceſſor at his father's right 
hand. But to honour Chriſt under this character, 
in a proper manner, is not only to profeſs our firm 
faith in theſe. doQrines, but to accept him as the 
Lord our. righteouſnels ; it is to truſt in the merit 
of his atopement, as the ſole ground of our ac- 
ceptance in ihe fight of God Thus the good and 
faithful ſervant of Chriſt puts the higheſt honour in 
his power upon bim, in the character of a Saviour. 
He praßticaſly riſks his very falvation on his ability, 
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ſuitablenels, and willingneſs to ſave him. 
Jol xv. 8. f Cor, x. 31. f Joln ævii. 4. $ Phils ii. 5. 
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1 mal mention IG que 5 more in 10. 
pr I am at preſent illuſtrating, and that is 


5. Faithfulheſs in the diſcharge of che duties Py 
ng "The cha 


rater uhder which bur text 
ſents the ſervants of 


rift, is that of rds. wih 
whom their Lord had entruſted his goods ; to ſome .. 
he ga 


ve more, and to others leſs,” to trade withal: - 
But the Apoſile tells us, That it is required in 
ſtewards, that a man be found faithful.” * And 
you vill pleaſe to obſerve, our text e 


xpreſsly ſtiles 
the true diſeiple of Chriſt, «a 1 8 and 8 
ſervant,” . — 7 [ 


2 0175 5 1 2 ro 32 (+ 


"Or; 7 
4 ** , 


This raichfulneſ conſiſts, principally, in a Mie + 
ſcientious ſincerity and diligence | in filling up the 
duties of our ſeyeral Rations and characters in 
life. And the great rule by which we are to . 
is the will of our, Lord's and Maſter. 


Thus muck for 19 0 tharaBter of the 
faithful ONO: |; Tra 


7 What ! is ihe ns of that 0 21 4 prend 


in our text to all ſuch good and faithful ſervante ? 


Aud, as it is here deſcribed, it iwplies, 
W che four following things : & on 


bs The acteptance of their. . with fe 
This is implied in the a here given them, 
and repreſented in the Hen, as given them by 
their 1 When he ci e ls them to give an account 
19 n . 
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1 7 nd fait 
my aa 4 e 200 and fai b- 5 
e his, indeed, "chiefly | Imports. an 
| . ation of t 85 209 0% but it 72 no leſs ex 


e of the gtceptance of their E Cavin al 
{Bur & Sg bleſſing "ip a proper a 
| 55 is neceſſary to recolle b that! as friners, we 

had . forfeited. all right , to this acceptance with 
od, and juſtly ried M s ſevere” antenfüre That 
we deſerve nothing but indignation and wrath, tri- 
bulation, and eee from ao throughout an 
mortality of woe... Vea, that duch is the nature 
0 the, forfeiture. we. bave, made of, the Divine fa 
vour; and ſuch, the juſtice of the. ſentence tl 
Binds us down to. 12 his diſpleaſure, that it ap- 
pears not to have been compatable with the honor 
25 God, to reverſe the. 2 de, and reſtore — 
nner io favour, without an a equate e . 
And the price paid for - bleſſing, "the" precious 
blood of the Son of Maße „greatly contributes o 
enhance its value. But how rich the mercy, Ke 


heir of Hell to become, in this way,“ an he 
Nel and a Joiut heir, with Chriſt Jeſus! 11 


. implies the 5 ceptance 1 
a Ve For Bo and his cauſe 1 co world. 


Eyery individual among all be received 


what Well done,* mga d. faithful _- 
vant, thoũ h dang en Pegs 0 EN 1 77 


| Languz 1 ae PAP ton of the 
. 4 70 U 1 a 
Bur enki Wong web. e [IS Br. 


* The « ori Eu Se Ev, here rendered © well done,” has a Jour: 
Ge cannot be fully dons in our . 8 %% ne 


82, 


Fob Id ſerye, not a 


tax 


ions 
— by the holieſt of our Lord's 'ſerva 


tor im, how de ceply ſtained the are with gu 
. fs 5 ue to 1 rate the gals 


that JIA, .conferred upon them, 1 in this accep- 
their ſervices for him. And this farthe 
PAT ſuggeſts, 


what it is of importance to attend to, 15 | 


this acceptance of our perſons and ſervices, when 
we come to. ſtand before, unblemiſhed purity, is 
not of meri but of grace, through the atonement 
Fans Va of the Divine Mediator. It 
to the praiſe of the glory of his grace, that hi 
makes us accepted i in the beloyed.”* But ll 
We the leſs FeRtain, | for its being of g grace. 
ey This acceptance of our 'perfons and rike i 
of itſelf a high reward, for all we have ever es 
or can do, for God, while in this life, FEY 
NOPE, other; but this 1 Is Hot all—for, MY THIS 


honours, conferred upon the faithful ſervants sf 
Chriſt, in the great day of God. This is the im- 
port of Thon haſt been faithful over'a fe things, 
1 will make thee ruler oyer mi y things.” What 
| the nature of theſe honours: ſhall'be, we are not 
ſo, clearly taught. To things however, ſeem to 
be plain reſpeRing them, in % 

namely, That they ſhall bear ſome, proportion to 
our. faithfulneſs 1 diligence in our Lord's fer- 


ek bere—and, tha they ſhall be great. 5 


11 


* They ſhall bear. ſome pet ll 10 ub Ali. 
gence A0 faithfulneſs in our Lord's ſervice in this 
Jife. We read, © There is one glory of the fan, 


and another glory' of che moon, and another r glory Le 


: Bplepans i 6, 


5 attend the ve] SE 


n 
3• This, „ im plies ea ag peredde 


e ſacred oracles, 


t 6 7 
of the ftars $ for one ftar differeth from another 
in glory—S0 alſo is the refurre&ion, of the dead.. * 
"Theſe words plainly point us a in the 
degrees of that glory which ſhall be cbnfetred on 
the. ſeveral ſervants, of Chriſt, in che day when hie 
all Gniſh the mediatorial ſyſtem, by raifing the 
| dead, and judging. the world. in righteouſneſs. 
They ſhall differ as the ſun differs from the moon, 
and the moon from the ſtars, and the ſtars one from 
8 But the ground of this difference will 
be, the zeal, the; diligence, and the faithfulneſs 

with which his ſervants. have ſerved him in this 
life. 1 may not ſay their ſucceſs will have no in- 
fluence on this ede of reward ; for we read, 
© That they who turn many to righteouſneſs, ſhall 
ſhine as the ſtars, forever and ever.“ T But When 
we conſider, that it is an act of were ſovereignty 
in God, whether he will fucceed the faithful la- 
bours of his ſervants, yea, or not, it is not fo con- 
ſonant to our ideas of equity, to make it an equal 
ground of diſtinguiſhed honours, with thoſe things 
that. are voluntary in us, as our faithfulneſs and 
diligence, in a great, meaſure, are. Beſides, this 
would be io weaken, if not to deftroy, the en- 

_ couragement to diligence and faithfulneſs, arifing 
from thoſe prowiſes of reward to them, fo fre- 
quent is the oracles of truth; eſpecially as the 
moſt diligent and faithful ſervants of Chriſt, are 
not always the molt ſucceſsful. And it farther 
deſerves our notice, that the reward'conferred,”in 
our text, on the good ſervant, is founded, not on 
his fucce/s,. but, on his faithfulneſs :, Thou baſt 
been faithful over a few things, I will make thee 
ruler over many things,” OD 
I mall only add, under this particulai, that the 
parable of the ten pounds, entruſted by their Lord 


- 


„Mn 


1 Cer. xv. 41, 4%. Þ Daniel xii, 3. 
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to the ten ſervants, which you bave in the nine : 
teenth chapter of the Goſpel by Like, Tafficientlty MI 
demonſtrates, that the rewards" that ſhall be con? 
ferred on the ſervants of Chriſt at Jaſt, will'nee 
only differ in tbeir degrees of honour, bat tat 
this honour ſhall bear a proportion to their dit! 
gence and fairhfulneſs for him in this He. 
each one received one pound a piece, as you tig 
perceive by reading the parable. Of theſe; "one; 
his diligence and faithfulneſs, had gained ten 
pounds, and he is made ruler over ten eities. 
Another, by his diligence, had gained five pounds, 
and he is made ruter over five c rep. 
Ann Ai nne 


pleaſe to ob 


improvement. * mam lot tr srph 
Ott; ir ein bad mi neben! 


4 


% x 


my Father, inherit the kingdom prepared for ou 2 
from the foundation of the world.” Agreeably | _ 


*2 Tim, ir. 3, 1 Pet. ve 4.4 Revo, #4. J Matt, xv. 34. 8 | 4 


a 1 


Lene the good and. faithful ſeryapts of Chriſt are 
ſaid, io be made kings and f rigis upto God, But 
a throne, (A GY Babs and, a, ki alone, are he 
ſummit, of cartbly, grovdeur the utmoſt 4 
human atchievewment. Aud 2. theſe, all theſe, 
fall;jnfnitely ſhort, of the bleſſedneſs and berge 
in ſure reſerve, for thoſe whole charadder I have 
deſcribed; ſor it is written, Eye haih not ſecn, 
por ear beard, neither have entered into che heart 
of man, tbe; things, * 'God ee | 
them that love him. ent 125 E Mun I 1 
bin n San an ben „en 0 
warns, The reward in our. text TRIS 5 4 maſt — 
ſummate happineſs, in the immediate preſence and frui- 
tion gyn God in Chriſt. This is imported in that 
phraſe, Enter thou imo the joy of ihy Lord. Theſe 
axe, literally,“ Joys unſpeakable, and full of glory, 
They,jncludeallthathappineſs that is derived to 0 


ſpirits of juſt men made perfect, fromm the cleare 
CT a of a God in Chriſt; from the mo 
Ne: of fm bye and the fulleſt enjoy- 

m. ol the cleareſt knowledge of 22 
Bod in Chriſt, 1 do not mean, a per /eft knowledge 
of him for x Ve by ſearching, can find out 
God, ot know the Almighty to perfection %, But 
I mea the fulleſt, knowledge of him, that the then 
enlarged, and daily enlarging, capacity. can 5 
bly receive; and which; hen compared with our 
ꝓteſeni knowledge, will be in a ſenſe perfeRt. The 
dlearneſs, preciſiou, extent, and ſatisfaQory nature 
af this, knowledge, are expreſſed, in Scripture, by 
F:lgcing no more darkhy through a glaſs, but. face 
do foce i; andknowingeven as alſo ve are known.” 
And by the ſtrong ary ny Sh 5 . | 

God's face. re mot $43 as ein 4451181 


widgay:; MN ad h HO" 2013 1 1 4 
4 Rev. i. f 1 Ce. i, 9. } Job. 7 biene 12. 


2 Rep, ig. * + wv gy 14 4 


t 19 * 

Tunis knowledge of God epechy un Shining © 
in the face of Chriſt} is one prineipal ſource of 
that conſummate happineſs," enjoyed by "glorified 
ſpitits, They know bim as tief God and portid 
n, and as ſuch their delightful experience recogs 
nizes and realizes him. That is an inſtruſtive and 
_ empbatical phraſe,” as it lies in the original, Rev. 
xxi. 8, laſt clauſe which, literally rendered, runs 


thus, And God himfelf ſhall be with them, heir 


God ;” that is exhibiting and manifeſting himſelf to 


them, as their God, in all the ways that their ſouls, 


now arfived at the maturity of their exiſtence, bot 


in a natural and moral view, can poſſibly admit. 
Every power of the matured mind ſhall be at 
avenue, through which bleſſedneſs ſhall flow into 
it, from God, the fountain of bleſſedneſs, ants, 
rer unwalling immortality; n e V 


I may not, 1 dare nt edel 10 Dh 


the nature of this bappineſs. I Hall only obſerve 
reſpekling it, that our text ſtiles it “ the joy 'of our 


Lord“ Emer thou into the joy of thy Lord. 


Thie no doubt, means, the joy of our Lord Chriſt. 


TY Jo " , +; « <4 +43 SEITLHST FE < BIO 


* y geb the joy of owe Lord, Jetouſt it Rds been pura 


by kim: This reflects a peculiar glory u 
2 2 eſtimation of the ſpirits of ad aro gee 
perfect; it infaſe# à divine and exquiſite reliſ ina 
— it=to this agccords their ſong to him,“ 

0 


to God. by thy blood, out of ev ery | kindred, an nd 
. and people, and nation. en 57 


0 of i# 3}. I» 3% $I 141 3s ti nj 


Agate the joy of our Lord, becauſe Chrift, 
our Lord, has taken Ne ion By. it in the name d 


% 


* rue , . 29 * E 


oe deck, de openNite Tels 
thereof; for thou waſt ſlain, and haſt redeemei us 


SS 


; conclude, that this joy mu 


ap 
{4 3 


his 7 le—Some of. his laſt words to his: diſciples 
were, I go to prepare a place for you.“ 1 He 
toſe from the dead, and aſcended to glory, not in 
the character of a private perſon, but as the cove- 
nant head, and repreſentative of bis people— This 5 


js the character in which © he has entered into 


Heaven. as the ſrerugner for us. f.,. 8 


„n is alſo t the joy y of. our Lord, becauſe it uk 92 
rived. from God, to the happy 1 thereof, through 


Feſus Chriſt, as the bond / their union with him, 
and the medium of their, intercourſe with him — And 


this will continue to * * e Ae 4 


age imm 501 5 


And, laſtly, 1t is 7085 joy of our * et 
it is a joy of the ſame kind with that which the glo- 
rified human nature of our Lord himſelf ſhares ;_ 27 
far as they ſhall be capable of it What leſs than 
this can be the import of that ſtrong phraſe; * Heirs 
of Gad, and joint heirs. with Chriſt.” h Nor is 
this all, The hall enjoy it 5 the ſame manſions 
of bleſfedneſs, which - himſelf inhabits. , This is 
his promiſe to them, 1 will come again, and re- 


ceive you unto mylelf, that-where I am, | wax © ye 


be alſo.” y _ And his availing prayer for 
1 Father, P.. that they alſo —— thou = | 
— me, be with me where, 1 a that they 
Id my glory. which thou baſt given me.” 


greeably to w 575 we "rad, 6 _— ſhall 


Jever 
het with t ce Lord.“? 413% 15 an 


71 , oy 


And now Maa all ou you will ON befiate to 
be a compleat and an 
RAE; Joys oo what can it be morR Fr + 


Jom ævii. 24. * 1 


22 
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$2 7 * 
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* Far 2. 2 vi. 20. $ Nom. viii, 17. 37 % in. 3. 


* ly brethren, you will eaſily perceive, this! ſub- 

teaches us, the nature of the rengion-of-Jeſus 
Chrift. It forms its happy ſubjeAs to a proper 
temper and a proper conduct towards God and 
their neighbours. It makes them good and ſaith- 
ful ſervants to their Maſter, who is in Heaven. It 
teaches them their duty, and inclines and enables 
them to comply with it. Its dottrines and pre- 
cepts, its promiſes and threatenings, are powerſul 
principles of action. Thus it is that divine truth 
ſanQifies the human heart, agreeably to our Lord's 


prayer, © Sanctify them through. ing e ee | 


e is trüth. x i421] 
| hates pa T FE: opens 
- You will farther obſerve, this religion not Ba 
tenches us our duty, and forms us to it, but re 
«avg us, in the moſt glorious manner, for this our 
duty - Rewards us with an immortality. of 
blefſednefs, in the full enjoyment of the Father of 
our Spirits. How ares 
_ the ſcenes it opens n the grave . 


„ Ds any nf theſe ſyſtems of W Wee — | 


ſons of infidelity wiſh to eſtabliſh, independent of 
the ſacred. Scriptures, furniſh ſuch motives to 


virtue? Motives fo rational and fo calculated to- 


influence? It is revelation alone that puſhes its 
incentives beyond the grave; that puſhes them 
home to the inmoſt feelings of the human heart? 


that embraces every ſpring of ation, even the moſt 


| ſecret; and touches them in the _ tende 1 5 N 


Be s manner. 1 20:97, 34 1008 


F., 
» 


„Avi Thi ſubjea e uf matter ms great en- 


couragement to the people of God, and eſpecially 


to the miniſters of Chriſt, to be faithful and diligent» 


D . 
* John ævii. 17, . FR 7 
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in the work aſſigned them in liſe. Our Lied 


marks, with an omniſcient eye, all our conduct 


towards him; and while he reprehends our ſloth 
and unfaithfulneſs, he entourages and rewards our 
meaneſt ſervices for him.” A cup of cold water 


given to a diſciple, in tbe name of a diſciple,“ he 


aſſures us; © ſhall in no wiſe loſe its reward.“ 


Let us, then, ſhake off our - ſloth ; let us up and 


be doing: Oar work is great; our time is ſhort, 


and our reward glorious. Nor is there a ſingle 


Chriſtian, however private his ſtation, or obſcure 


his charatter, but what may, ſome- how or other, 


| ſerve the intereſts of his Lord in the world. This 


he may do by a conſcientious diſcharge of the du- 
ties of the devout, but eſpecially of the duties of 
the ſocial life. This will exhibit religion in a juſt 
point of light tothe ſurrounding world, and dn | 


our F ather, v is in Heaven. BY 


bey may alſo be 1 in and by the duty of 
prayer; ſecret and family prayer. Our God is a 
God who hears prayer ; and he, no doubt, ſheds 
many a bleſſing on his miniſters, on his church, on 


the commonwealth, and on the world, in anſwer to 
the prayers of his humble, ' though obſcure, friends. 


© Therefore, my beloved ages. 1 ſeeing God is 
not unrighteous to forget your work and labour of 


love“ Let us be Kol of unmoveable, always 


abounding in the work of the Lord, foraſmuch as 


ve know our labour is not, in vain in the Lord. 


2 


"dot i it is time I ſhould 3 55 to 1 bak 
this ſubjeQ ſtrongly applies to the occaſion of my 
addreſhng you this day—The death of that ve- 
nerable man of God, who preſided, with ſo much 
dignity, over this inſtitution for twenty-ſix years. 


2 Matt. &. 42, ? ; 


/ 


1 
1 


I 


This great man was deſeended from a reſpeQa- 


ble parentage ; which had long poſſeſſed a confi. 
derable landed property in the caſt of Scotland. 


His father was miniſter of the pariſh of Veſter, a 


few miles from Edinburgh, where he was born on 
the fifth day of February, 1722.“ This worthy 


man was eminent for his piety, his literature, and 


for a habit of extreme accuracy, in all his writings: 


and diſcourſes. This example contributed not a 
little to form in his ſon - that taſte and that love of 


accuracy, united with a noble ſimplicity, for which 


he was ſo diſtinguiſhed through his whole liſe. He 
vas ſent, very young, to the public ſchool at Had- 

dington : His father ſpared neither expence nor 
| pains in his education. There he ſoon acquired 


reputation for his aſſiduity in his ſtudies, and for a 


native ſoundneſs of judgment, and clearneſs and 


quickneſs of conception, among his ſchool-fellows: 


many of whom have ſince filled the higheſt ſtations 


in the literary and political world. 


Dr. Witherſpoon was lineally deſcended from that abe won 44 


of God, the Rev. Mr. John Knox, whom Dr. Robertfon ftiles, * The 


rime inflrument of ſpreading and eflabliſhing the reformed religi 
Eabeelland.- Tu genius, learning, piety, 5 411 


bore in that interefling event. It is recorded of Mary, Queen of Scots, 


that fhe ſaid, She was more afraid of John Knox's prayers, than 5 


7 an army of ten thouſand men.” Worn out by inceſſant labours, 


died on the 27th day of November, 1572, in the 67th year of his © 
age. The Earl of Morton, then Regent of Scotland, who attended - 


' has funeral, pronounced his eulogium in a few wordt; the more ho- 
nourable for Mr. Knox, ſays the above hiſtorian, as they came from 


one whom he had often cenſured, with peculiar ſeverity, * Here lies 
| he who never feared the face of man.” Mr, Knox's daughter Eliza-- 


beth married the famous Mr. John Waſh who ſtrongly reſembled his 

| father-in-law in genius, character, and uſefulneſs in the church: 

And in this line Þ 

cellry. 
4 
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! | and intrepidity of this | 
great man, rendered himfingularly qualified for the diſtinguiſhed part he 


r. Witherſpoon deſcended from this honourable an- | 


te 
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At the age of fourteen,” he vas removed to the 
univerſity of Edinburgh. Here he continued; a- 
tending the different profeſſors, with a high degree. 
of credit, in all the branches of learning, until the. 
age of twenty-one, chen he was licenſed to preach: 
the Goſpel. in the theological hall, particularly, 
he was remarked for a moſt judicious taſte in ſa- 
cred criticiſm, and for a preciſion of idea and perſ- 
picuiey of expreſtion rarely attained at that early: 


"Y : ; 
ii * 


 £ Immediately on his leaving: the univerſity, he! 


was invited to be aſſiſtant miniſter with his father, 
with the right of ſucceſſion to the charge. But he 


choſe rather to accept an invitation from the pariſin 


of Beith, in the welt of Scotland. Here be was! 
urdained to the work of the goſpel miniſtry; and: 
ſetiled with the univerſal acquieſcence, and even 
wich the fervent autachment of the people: A cir- 
cCumſtance which, under the patronage that un- 
happily exiſts in that church, is but too rarely the 
' cale in the ſeulement of their clergy, His cha- 
rakter as a preacher, Which rendered him ſo ac- 
ceptable and popular, will come more naturally 

belore us in another place. Let it ſuffice.to. re- 
mark here, that, always intereſting and inſtructive 
in che pulpit, he was aſſiduous in the diſcharge of 


eyery paxochial duty when out of it. And bis 


preaching generally turned on thoſe great, diſtin- 
guiſhing, and pratticab truths of the. golpel, which, 


in every Chriſtian” country, moſt affect and attach 


the'hearts'of the. great body of the people. 
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From Beith he was, after a ſew: years, tranſlated; 


to the largo-and flouriſhing- town of  Paiſly, ſo ce- 
lebrated for its various and fine manufadtutes. 
Here he reſided in the height of reputation and 
ulefulneſs; and riveted in the alfeflions of his peo- 
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to the preſidency of this c 


1 


Dublin, in Ireland, to aſſuine the charge of 'a tu- 
merous and reſpectable cong 


7 
wy 


duced to quit a ſphere of ſuch reſpeRability, W ] -•rmwꝶ 
fort, and uſefulneſs: He rejected alſo, in the firſt 
inſtance, the invitation of the truſtees of this :col= 
lege. He thought it almoſt impoſſible for him ties 
break connexions at home, that had been ſo long 
endeared to him—to violate all the attachments 
and habits of the female part of his family to lee 
the ſcene of his happineſs and honour—and, in his 


middle career, to hury himſelf, as he apprehend- 
ed, in a new and diſtant country. 7. Lo f 
. 8 r 2 


But warmly. urged by all thoſe friends whoſe 


ad © 4 
- rr. 4 


judgment he molt refpetted; and Whoſe friendſhip: p 
he moſt eſteemed—and hoping that he might repay 
his ſacrifices, by greater uſefulneſs to the cauſe-of f 
the Redeemer, and to the intereſts. of learning, in 
this new world—and knowing that this inſtitutionn 
had been conſecrated, from its foundation, to thoſe 
 grest Dee end,, n= 
finally conſented, on a ſecond application, to wave 
every other conſideration, to croſs the ocean, andi 
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During his reſidence at Paiſly, he was invited to 


a N 


to take ſamong us that important charge to Which 


be had been called, with the concurrent wiſhes, 
and the higheſt expectations, of all the friends of - 
the college.“ Their expeQations have not been 


month of Auguſt, 1768. He was the fixth Prefident of the College 


8 Aince its. ,. ound tion m the year 1746. His predeceſſors were,theRer. — 
Mes. Jonathan Dickenſon, Aaron Burr, Jonathan Edwards, | 
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r. Witherſpoon, arrived; with his family at Princeton in the © 
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| tion im that city... 
He was alfo called to Rotterdam, in the Republic 
of the United Provinces—and to th toon of Dun- 

dee, in his own country. But he could not be in 
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diſappointed... Its reputation and ſucceſs; under 


lis adminiſtration, have been 2 to our moſt 
ee 5 | a ro 


Almoſt the firſt heals which i it nd beſides. 
the eclat, and the aeceſſion of ſtudents, procured. 
to it by the-fame of his: literary character, was the 


augmentation of its funds. The college has never 


enjoyed any reſources from the ſtate. It was 
founded, and has been ſupported, wholly by pri- 
vate liberality and zeal. And its finances, from 
a variety of cauſes, were in a low and declining 
condition, at the period when Dr. Witherſpoon 


arrived in America. But his reputation excited 
an uncommon liberality in the public; and his 


perſonal exertions, extended from Maffachuſetts 


to Virginia, ſoon raiſed its funds to a flouriſning 


ſtate. The war of the revolution, indeed, after-: 
wards, proftrated every thing, and almoſt annihi- 
lated its reſources; yet we cannot but with grati- 
tude recollett, how much the inſtitution _— at 
that time, to his enterpriz: and ys talents. /- 


But the principal advantages; it Lena were 
from his literature; his ſuperintendancy ; his ex- 


ample as a happy model of good writing; and from 


the tone and taſte which he Houma to 5 oct 
ja of the RR TE | 


In giving the lines of the arab of this 


i great was," Tor I, ome no more, I ſhall begin” 


1 


e Nee, 2 Dr. 3 F 1 Men defervedly bete Few 


ed ſor genius, learning, and piety. Mt; ickenſon and Mr. . We 
were advanced in life when choſen to-the prefidency. - 


Not long before Dr. Witherſpoon lift Sotl and, and while in Pe f- 


- pence reſpecting his duty, a gentleman, poſſeſſed of a con ſiderable 
property, an old bachelor, and a relation of the family, aal fo. 


mate kim his heir, if. he would not go to —— 
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with: obſerving,” that perhaps his principal a 15 


appeared in the pulpit. | He vas, in many ref 


peQs, one of the beſt models on which a young + 
- preacher could form himſelf. It was a fingular 
felicity to the whole college, but eſpecially to 
thoſe who had the profeſſion: of the miniſtry in 


view; to have ſuch an example conſtantly before 


them. Religion, by the manner in which it was 
treated by him, always commanded the reſpe& of 
thoſe who heard him, even when it was not able 
to engage their hearts. An admirable textuary, a_ 
profound theologian, perſpicuous and ſimple in his 


manner; an univerſal fcholar, acquainted deep] 


with human nature; a grave, dignified; and ſolemn 
ſpeaker, he brought all the advantages derived 


from theſe ſources to the illuſtration and enforce- 


ment of divine truth. Though not a fervent and 
animated orator,* he was always a ſolemn, -affett= 
ing, and inſtruftive preacher. It was impoffible 


to hear him without attention, or to attend to him 


without improvement. He had a happy talent at. 


unfolding the ſtritt and proper meaning of the ſa- 
cred writer, in any text from which he chofe to 


diſcourſe ; at concentrating and giving perfect 
unity to every ſubje& which he treated; and pre- 


HA peculiar affeftion of his nerves, which always overcame ham 
wen he allowed himſelf to feel very fervently on any ſubjel, obliged 


him, from his earlieſt entrance on public life, to impoſe a firift rei- 
traint and guard upon his ſenfubility. He was, therefore, —— the 


neceſſity of ſubſtituting gravity and ſeriouſneſs of manner, in public 


ſpeaking, in the room of that fire and warmth, of which he wax. 


well capable, by nature; and which he ſo much admired in others, 
when managed with prudence. 0 be 


He never read his ſermons, or uſed. ſo much as ſhort notes, in the . 


pulpit. His pradice was, to write his ſermons at full length, and 


commit t/rem to memory; but not confine himſelf to the preciſe words 


| he had penned, He often took greet liberties, in the delivery of his 
diſcourſes, to alter, add to, or abridge what he had written; buf 
this never infringed upon the ſtrifleſt accuracy. 
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ſenting to the hearer the moſt n 
henſive views of it. His ſermons were diſtinguithed 


ſor their judicious and perſpicuous diviſions for 


mingling profound remarks on human life, along 
with the illuſtration of divine truth —and for the 
jucid order that reigned through the whole. In 


his diſcourſes, he loved to dwell chiefly on the 


great doctrines of divine grace, and on the diſtin- 
guiſhing truths of the goſpel. Theſe he brought, 
as far as poffible, to the level of every under- 
ſtanding, and the feeling of every heart. He ſel- 
dom choſe to lead his hearers into ſpeculative diſ- 
cuſhons, and never to entertain them by a mere 


| diſplay of. talents. All oſtentation in the pulpit, 
he viewed with the utmoſt averſion and contempt. 


During che whole of his prefidency, he was ex- 
tremely ſolicitous to train thoſe ſtudious youths, 
who. had the miniſtry of the goſpel in view, in ſuch 
a münner, as to ſecure the: greateſt reſpectability, 
as well as uſefulneſs,” in chat holy profeſſion. It 
was his conſtant advice to young preachers, never 
to enter the pulpit without the moſt careful p 


pParation. It was bis ambition and his hope, to 


render the ſacred miniſtry the moſt learned, as well 
as the moſt pious and exemplary body of men in 
the Republic. N 1 5 
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As a writer, his tile is fimple and comprehen=- 


 fiye—bis, remarks judicious, and often refined 


his information, on every ſubjed which he 


treats, accurate and extenſive—bis matter always. 


weighty and important—cloſely, condenſed, and yet 


well arranged and clear. Simplicity, perſpicuity, 
| e e comprehenlion of thought, and know- 
ed 


ge of the world, and of the human heart, reign 
id every part of his writings... Three volumes of 
ellays, and two: volumes of ſermons, beſides ſeveral 


detached diſcourſes, already publiſked—and treat- 
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| iclly on the moſt important and paſtes | 1 
os n.religion—have "oO eryedly extended. hi; 165 
e IA only thr . Iteland, _ 
America, but RA 700 « the proteſtant cqun- 
tries of Europe. . His x $ on the nature and 
effects of the tage, enter ep 115 into the human 
heart. We find there man chned n 
alter the example of the en de Port-Royal 
in France, not obvious, to or Ar minds, bar ö 
perfectly founded in che hiſtory « of man, andthe 
| Rate of ſociety. . The, pernicious a of that 
- amuſement,on the public calle and morals, was, per- OY 
haps, RL LS clearly. elucidated. e e 
ing intereſſi oh bjefts, 15 nature and 7 "IRE 
. ERS Free Cas wept Fel 
Chriſt; and the, importance of trutfin religion, or, he 
ER WH? /a/ts Aeon and 1 e M  - 
holy pr * there 1 rhap ing REDO, 4 
= Engl F $a 1 00 itherſ} poon's 1 7 
lents —— arious. He vas, hat only. a ſerious 
writer, bu 1 fleſſed a fund ai refined humaur, | 
and delicate WF A happy ſpecimen 7 5 this 18 
ſeen in his Eagle, eſiaſlical Charatteriſttcs. 80 Y 
of his wit, in that performanceywas «Sie = aink 5 
certain cotruptions ib principle aud 8 _ 
valent in the, church of Scotland. And no attach 1 
that was as FIG made upon them, gave them ſo deep 
a wound, hy ſo ſeverely felt. Dr. Warburton, *- 
— celebrated Biſhop, of Glouceſter, mentions the 
Charatteriſtics. ith particular approbation, ang 
expreſſes his waſh, that the Engli church, THIF . 
needed too, Lea evi * rare. n 


„This may , the proper place to mention is 2 
general 6 155 9 0 a member of the deu and 
courts of Ny na the part particularly-that 
be took in vie cee politics « of his e 


2 o ii 14 1 p "T l 5 4 W . ” 
. * - s ACS 


» 1 
- Lis - 


- 


4 
© 4 


" Haſtical diſcipline. I 


* 


e 1 38 ] 


country. The church dt Scotland was divided in- 
10 two parties, with reſpgft to their ideas of eccle. 
one was willing to con- 
firm, and even extend the rights of aytronage—the. 
other wiſhed, if poſliblg, to abrogate, or at lealt. 
limit them, and to extend the rights gnd influenc; 

of the people, ig the 'Tertlement -and removal o 
miniſters. The latter were zealous for the doc- 
trines of grace, and the articles of religion, in all 


their ſtrictneſs, as contained in their national con- 


feffion' of faith. The former were willing to allo] 
a greater latitude of opinion; and they preached 


in a ſtile that ſeemed to the people leſs evangelical, 


and gels affecting to the heart and conſcience, than 

that of their opponents. In their concern, like- 

wiſe, to exempt eres of their party from the 
of po 


unreaſonable effet of popular caprice, they too 
frequently prot e them againſt the juſt com- 
plaints of the pedſſe. Tbeſe were ſtiled moderate 
men, while their Mtaponiſts were diſtinguiſhed by 
the name of the $#thodox. © Dr. Witherſpoon, in 
his charch politſe early and warmly embraced 
the ſide of the ofttigdox. This he did from con- 
Viktion, and a ee of duty; and, by degrees, 
acquired ſuch afl ſhflaence th their councils, that 
he was confideret - Tength as their head and lead- 
er. Before he büd acquired this inflaence,” their 
councils were maiiaged without union and addreſs, 
while the meaſures bf the moderate party bad, for 
a long time, been cotidufted by ſome of the greateſt 


literary charaQters it the nation. It had happened 


among the orthodox, as it often does among ſcru- 

ulous and conſcientious men, who are not verſed 
in the affairs of the world, that each purſued inflex- 
ibly Bis dun opinion, as che dijQate of an honeſt 
conſeiente. He could not be induced to make any 
modification of it, in order to actcommodate-it to 
the views of others. He thought that all addreſs 
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and policy, was uſing too much management with _ 
conſcience, Hence refulted diſunion of me. 


— 


ſures, and conſequent defeat But Dr. Wither- : 
ſpoon's enlarged mind did not refuſe to combine 
the wiſdom of the ſerpent with the harmleſſneſs of th 
dove. He had, probably, the principal merit 8 
creating among them union, and harmony of de- 
ſign; of concentrating their views, nd giving 
ſyſtem to their operations, One day, after carry- 
ing ſome important queſtions in the general aſſem- 
bly, againſt the celebrated Dr. Robertſon, who 
was at that time conſidered as the leader of the op- 
© polite party, the latter ſaid to him, in a pleaſant 
and eaſy. manner, I think you bave your men 
better diſciplined than formerly.“ Ves (replied Dr. 
Witherſpoon) by urging your politics too far, you 
have compelled. us to beat you with your own wea- 
A pons.“ 5 (1095 9/13 17 
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" We have ſeen him in our own church judicato- » 
ries, in America, always upright in bis views—re- BY, 
markable for his punQualuy in attending upon 4 
| them—and able to ſeize, at once, the right point 
of view on every.queſtien—able to diſentangle the 
moſt embaraſſed ſubjeQs—clear and concluſive in 
his reaſonings—and from habit in buſineſs, as well Wo 
as from a peculiar ſoundneſs of judgment, always | 
condufting every diſcuſſion to the moſt ſpeedy and A 
deciſive termination. The church has certainly - | 
loſt in him, one of her greateſt lights; and, if I ; 
may uſe the term in eccleſiaſtical affairs, one of her 
greateſt. ont ... wen 


Before entering on his talents as a preſident, ſuf- 
for me, in a ſentence or two, to call to your, mind 
his ſocial qualities. When not engaged in the great 
and ſerious buſineſſes of life, he was one of the moſt * 
companionable of men. Furniſhed with a rich fund 2 


— 


2 


Can 1 7 
of anecdote, both àwufing and inſtruQive ; his mo- 
ments of relaxation were as entertaining, as his fe- 
rious ones were fraight with improvement. One 
quality remarkable, and highly deſerving imitation 
in him was, „is attention to young perſons. He never 
ſuffered an opportunity to eſcape him of imparting 
the moſt uſeful advice to them, according to their 
eircumſtances, when they happened to be in his 
company. And this was always done in fo agreeable 
a Way, that they could neither be inattentive to it, 

nor was it poffible to forget it. 


On his domeſtic virtues I ſhall only ſay, he was an 
affeklionate huſband, a tender parent, and a kind maſ- 
ter; to which 1 may add, he was a fincere and a 
warm friend. But, 1 haſten to conſider him as a. 
ſcholar, and a diréctor of the ſyſtem of education 
in the college. i e 


An uniyerſal ſcholar himſelf, he endeavoured to 
eſtabliſh the fyſtem of education in this inſtitution, 
upon the moſt extenſive and reſpettable baſis, chat 
its ſituation and its finances would admit. For- 
merly, the courſe of inſtruQion'had been too ſu- 
perficial; and its metaphyſics and philoſophy were 
too much tintured with the dry and uninftruttive 
forms of the ſchools. This, however, was by no 
means to be imputed as a defect, to thoſe great 
and excellent men, who bad preſided over the in- 
Aitution' before bim; but rather to the recent ori- 
gin of the country the imperfeQion of its ſtare 5f 
; ſociety—and to the {late of literature in it. Since 
his preſidency mathematical ſcience has received 
an extenſion, that was not known before in the 
American ſeminaries. He introduced into philo- 
ſophy, all the "moſt liberal and modern improve- 
ments of Europe. He extended the philoſophical 
courſe to embrace the general principles of policy 
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and public law; he incorporated with it a found 
and rational metaphyfics—equally remote fromthe 
doftrines of fatality and contingency—from. the 
barrenneſs and dogmatiſm of the ſchools—and 


from the exceſſive refinements of thoſe contradie- 
tory, but equally impious ſects of ſcepticiſm,” who 
wholly deny the exiſtence of matter, or maintain | 
that nothing but matter exiſts in the univerſe. © ''” 


He laid the foundation of a courſe of hiſtory in 
the college and the principles of taſte, and the 
rules of good writing, were both happily explained 
by him, and exemplified in his manner. The ie 
of learning, if you will allow me the phraſe, bas 
been changed by him. Literary inquiries and im- 
provements have become more liberal, more ex- 
tenſive, and more profound. An admirable _—_ 
for governing, and of exciting the emulation 
the young gentlemen under his care, contributed 
to give ſucceſs to all his deſigns, for perfetting the 
courſe of inſtruction. The numbers of men -of 
diſtinguiſhed talents, in the different-hberal pro- 
feffions, in this country, who have received the 
elements of their education under him, teſtify his 
ſervices to the college. Under his auſpices have 
been formed a large proportion of the elergy of 
our church; and to his inſtrudtions, America owes 
many of her moſt diſtinguiſned patriots and legiſ- 
latofs®. n %%% ( 
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Thus he proceeded, guiding with uncommon 

reputation and ſucceſs the courſe of education in 
this inſtitution, until the war of the American revo- 
jution ſuſpended his functions and diſperſed the 
college. 4 8 8 nf Is 

More than thirty members of the congreſs of United Americ 

Fnce the formation of that ulluſitious body, have been ſons of the col- 

Lge of New- Jerſey ; and among ſl theſe, ſome of their firfl charaffers 


Sor reputation and uſefulneſs, 


L ] 

Here he entered upon a new ſcene, and ap- 
peared in a new character; widely differipg from 
any, in which, he had been heretofore preſented to 
the public. Yet; here alſo, he ſhone with equal 
luſtre ; and his talents as a legiſlator and ſenator 
ſhewed the extent and the variety of the powers of 
his mind. There are few | foreigners who can, 
with ſuch facility as he did, lay aſide their preju- 
dices, and enter into the ideas and habits of a new 
country, and a new. ſtate of ſociety. He became 
almoſt at once an American, on his landing among 
us, and in the unjuſt war which Great-Britain 
waged againſt us, he immediately adopted the 
views, and participated in the councils of the Ame- 
ricans. His. diſtinguiſhed abilities ſoon pointed 
him out to the citizens of New- [erſey, as one of 
the moſt proper delegates to that convention which 
formed their republican conſtitution. In this re. 
pectable aſſembly he appeared, to the aſtoniſhment 
of all/ the profeſſors of the law, as profound a civi- 
lian, as he had before been known to be a philoſo- 
SHE ASE Gr of ot oh e 


From the revolutionary committees and conven- 
tions of the ſtate, he was ſent,-early in the year 
1776, as a repreſentative of the people of New- 
Jerſey to the congreſs of United America ; he was 

evenyears a member of that illuſtrious body, which, 
under providence, in the face of innumerable dif- 
- ficulties and dangers, led us on to the eſtabliſhment ' 

ofour independence. Always firm in the moſt gloomy 
and formidable aſpects of public affairs, and al- 
ways diſcovering the greateſtreach and preſence of 
mind, in the moſt embarrafling ſituations. 


11 is impoſſible here to enter into all his political 
ideas. It is but juſtice however to obſerve, that 
on almoſt all ſubjects on which he diftered from the 


A 


mikjopiepof his brethren in cangreſs, is principles 
| have been juſtified by the 1 I ſhall: 3 
one or two examples. He conſtantly oppoſed the 


expenſive mode of ſupplying the army by commiſſion, | 


which was originally adopted; and eombated it, 
until after a long u- of its ill effetts, he, in 
conjunction with a rm and judicious aſſo- 
_ PAs pu RON it done by: contraft.® 469 
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le oppeted at every emiſſion aſter the firſt or 
ſecond, and even hazarded his popularity for a 
time by the ſtrenuouſneſs of his oppokition, that 
paper curreney which gave ſueh à wound to 
public credit, and which would b u ns the 
rerolmion- if any thing could. + „ e 


In the forninions of che original i dene 
b complained of the jealouſy and ambition of the 
individual ſtates, which were not willing to entruſt 
the general government, with adequate powers for 

the common intereſt. He then pronounced inef- 
ficacy upon it. But he complained and. remon- 
firated: in vain. a Aer. RSS + 


: 
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fon W cent. on the monies that the commiſſioners expended. This in- 


pence. At length. they. were induced to agree to the mode by 
ON” ,or allowing, to the purchaſer a ertain fm per en. 


98 Inflead of emiſſions of an unfounded þaper, 3 a ie 
| quantum, Dr. Witherſpoan urged the propricty of making loans, and 
* eftabli hing funds for the — of the intereſt; which in the tem- 
Per of the public mind, he thought could then have been eafily 2 
8 has ſince regretted that 4 ſhe had not pu es that 292.2 
doctor afterwards, at the inſtance of ſome of the very gentlemen on 
oppoſed him in Congreſs, þ 2 i ſhed his ideas on the nature, valus and 
n ſes of money, in one of the moſt clear and Fate ous nee = 
. r euer erilien on the ſub je. ac are „Bache 
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Wap He particulant OG againſt the 5000 bed ad 
_ folk Manner of proving for the public exigencies and * by 
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Overruled however, at that time,; in theſe aud 
in other objects of importance, he had the ſatisfac- 
tion of living to ſee America revert, in almoſt every 
inſtance, to his original ideas Ideas founded on a 
ſound and penetrating judgment, and matured by 
deep reflettion, and an extenſive obſervation of 
men and things. But I forbear to trace his politi- 
cal career: farther: and ſhall only add here, that 
while he was thus engaged in ſerving his country in 
the character of a civilian, be did NOT lay afide 

his miniſtry. He gladly embraced every opportu- 
nity of preaching, and of diſcharging the other du- 
ties of his office, as a goſpel. miniſter. This he 

1 higheſt character, and honor in 

ite. renne r 
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(The college having been collected as ſoon. as 
poſfible aftet its diſpexſion, inſtruftion was recom- 
menced under the immediate care of the vice- pre- 
ident.“ Dr. Witherſpoon's name, however, con- 
txt. * De 141 + Fox AH £46 174 2 FT: + 
requifition on the ſeveral fates. Ile in ſiſted on the propriety and ne- 
celity, of the government of the union holding in ts own hands: the 
entire regulation. of commerce, and the revenues that might be derived 


from that ſource. Theſe he contended would be adequate to all the | 
ee the Unitt# States, zn a ſeaſon of penaeg. 
ner ene 


f * 1 * 


ie reverend Dr. Samuel S. Smith, who was unanimoufly cs 
- Dr, Witherſpoon's fuctefſor, on the fixth day f May, 1795: © Thi 
gentleman's charabter needs no eulogium in this place. His ſeveral 
2 anll particularly his in gen ihus eſſay on The cauſes of 
vuriety of complexion and figure of the human ſpec its, delivered 
before the Philoſophical Society, in Philadelphia, February 28th 
#787, afford ſufficient teſtimony of his genius and learning. The laſt 
Mentioned work has diftinguifhed him in the eſtimal ion of the literati, 
both in Europe and Antrica. As ſoon as it made its apprarance in 
Buri, it was #cad with avidity—it ortiy paſſed under more edi» 
tions: than-one in Great-Britain—it westranſlated:into the French 
language, and publiſhed, with great eclat, at Haris und has been ' 
fince — int the German language, and publiſhed with anno- 
ations, g a rer of moral philoſophy, in one of the univerſities of 


3 to add celebrity to * 1 00 it TH 
on Tally: recovered its former: nee N 
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to an honourable period, and the doctor feeling 


age adyancing upon him, was deſirous of e ths 


his place in congreſs : and would have fain retire 


ja, a meaſure; from the burdens of the college. 


- But others his wiſh fox repoſe; be was 22 
i +" through his attachment to the inſtitution, . 


over which he had ſo long preſided, once more 0 
croſs the ocean to promote its benefit. The fruit, of 


that voyage was not indeed anſwerable to bur ; 
wiſhes; but we are not the Jeſs indebted to his en- 


terprize and zeal. , by COP 


©: After his return to this country, coding _ 
to obſtruct his entering on that retirement, Which 


was now become more dear to him; he withdrew, 


in a great meaſure, except on ſome important occa- 
ſions, from the exerciſe of thoſe public funttions 


that were not immediately connected with the du- 


ties of his office, as preſident of the college, or * | | 


charatler as 4 wire ol the goſpel. NT, 


-Accuſtomed to order and regularity i in buſineſs 
from his youth, be perſevered in. his attention to 
them through his whole life. And I may add, there 
was nothing in which his punQuality and exattneſs 
were more ſacredly obſerved, than in the devotional 
exerciſes of the chriſtian life. Beſides the daily 


devotions of the cloſet, and the family, it was his 


{tated prattice to obſerve the laſt day of every 
year, with his family, as a day of faſting, humilia- 


tion and prayer : and it was alſo his prattice, to ſet. 


apart days for ſecret falling and prayer, as occaſion 
ſuggeſted. | 4 | 
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Bodily infirmities began at length to come upon 
him. For more than two years before his death, he 
was afflited with the loſs of fight; which contri- 
buted to haſten the progreſs of his other diſorders. 
Theſe be bore with a patience, and even a cheerful- 
neſs, rarely to be met with, in the moſt eminent for 
wiſdom and piety. Nor would his active mind, 
and his defire of uſefulneſs to the end, permit him, 
even in this ſituation, to deſiſt from the exerciſe of 
his miniſtry, and his duties in the college, as far as 
his health and ſtrength would admit. He was fre- 
quently led into the pulpit, both at home and 
abroad, during his blindneſs; and always acquitted 
himſelf with his uſual accuracy, and frequently, 
with more than his ufual ſolemnity and animation. 
And we all recollett the propriety and dignity with 
which he preſided at the laſt commencement. He 
was bleſt with the uſe of his reaſoning powers to 
the very laſt, ks » 


At length, however, he ſunk under the accumu-, 
lated preſſure of his infirmities ; and on the 15th 
day of November, 1794, in the ſeventy third FOR 
his age, he retired to his eternal reſt, full of honor 
and full of days—there to receive the plaudit of 
his Lord, © well done thou good and faithful ſer- 
vant, thou haſt been faithful over a few things, 
be thou ruler over many things; enter thou into 
the joy of thy Lord.” 


